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PEOPLE POWER HELPS THURROCK CRACK DOWN

ON SCAMS
Office of Fair Trading calls on consumers to        ‘drop in to drop them in it’

A nationwide ‘Scamnesty’ campaign by Trading Standards and the Office of Fair Trading (OFT), which aims to help end the scourge of mass marketed scam mailings in the UK, is coming to Thurrock this February.
Nearly half of the UK adult population has been targeted by a scam. Every year, 3.2 million adults – one in 15 people – across the country fall victim to a scam involving deceptive unsolicited mailings, phone calls, or emails, which are designed to con victims out of their cash. UK consumers lose around a staggering £3.5 billion to scams every year.
‘Scamnesty 2010’ calls on the people of Thurrock to fight back against the fraudsters by collecting any scam mailings they receive and dropping them into designated ‘Scamnesty’ bins located at Thurrock Council, Civic Offices, New Road, Grays, Essex, RM17 6SL

In 2009, residents in nearly 100 local authorities dropped more than 15,000 scam mailings in Scamnesty bins across the country.

The campaign revealed that the top five mass-marketed scam mailings in the UK at that time were: 1) deceptive sweepstakes, 2) misleading prize draws, 3) fake clairvoyants/psychics, 4) bogus foreign lotteries, and 5) ‘miracle’ health cures.

The Scamnesty bins will provide valuable new intelligence to the OFT and local authority Trading Standards Services and help inform future investigations which will prevent others from being scammed.
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