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Home Security
A lot of burglaries are spur of the moment, as a burglar may see an open window or other easy point of entry and take their chance. Effective home security is the best way to reduce your chances of being burgled.
Basic tips:

· Leave a light on if you are out during the evenings to make it look like someone is at home. Low energy bulbs are cheap and don’t cost a lot to run.
· Use timers for lights and radios if you need to be away from home overnight. They will create the impression that someone is in.

· Window locks, especially on older windows, will help stop people getting in (and remember, a burglar is less likely to break in if they have to smash a window).

· Fit five-lever mortise deadlocks (British Standard BS3621) to all external doors. They make it harder for a thief to get out again.
· When you go out, always lock the door and windows - even if you are just going out for a short time Remove the keys and keep them out of sight and in a safe place.

· Visible burglar alarms, good lighting, and carefully directed and limited security lighting can act as deterrents and make burglars think twice.
·  Burglar alarms connected to a monitoring service are the best; get specialist advice and always get several quotes if you decide to install an alarm.
· Fences at the back of the house may make this area more secure, but walls and solid fencing may let a thief break in without being seen. A good compromise is chain-link fencing with prickly shrubs next to it or weak trellis which will deter because they wont take the weight of a person.

· Fitting a door viewer (‘spy-hole’) allows you to see who is at the door.
· Having a door chain or door bar means you can open the door a little way to talk. Don't leave the door chain or bar on all the time in case you need to get out in an emergency.
· If you are replacing or fitting new doors and windows, get ones that are certified to British Standard BS7950 (windows) and PAS 24-1 (doors).
· Consider fitting a letterbox cage or other restrictor to prevent thieves from reaching through to open the door.
· Never leave a spare key  outside, or in a garage or shed, or in a convenient hiding place such as under the doormat, in a flowerpot or behind a loose brick - thieves know to look there first.
· Marking your property can deter burglars because it is harder for a thief to sell on and may also help police secure a conviction. Ultra Violet marker pens are available free from NhW.  
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Neighbourhood Watch brings communities together, and helps people look out for one another.

Working together, residents have proven over and over again that they are an effective anti-crime team and that they will work hard to keep in touch with local police, and ensuring that their community stays safe.

Anyone interested in joining a local Neighbourhood Watch scheme should contact Angie Pearson, the Neighbourhood Watch Administrator for Thurrock and Basildon on 01375 362118 or email to Angela.Pearson@essex.pnn.police.uk .  
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