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Newsletter 13
Welcome to the Thurrock Community Safety Partnership newsletter to update you with crime and safety information and the work we do to make Thurrock a safer place.

Partner Walkabout Days
 
Partner Walkabout Days target specific areas with a high visibility presence of experts to tackle issues raised by residents and solve as many of them as possible during the event.
 
The most recent Walkabout Day was in May and visited Purfleet for the first time with Anti-social Behaviour hotspots, dog fouling, parking and litter raised as matters of concern.
 
Actions planned and taken included the installation of a new dog foul bin along the Mardyke River , investigations of Anti-social Behaviour by Thurrock Council’s Community Protection Team and crime prevention and safety advice given to elderly residents Mulberry Drive sheltered housing complex.
 
The next event is in Chadwell St Mary on Monday June 27th and information is already being gathered by members of the Community Safety Partnership and Police Community Support Officers to enable actual issues and hotspot areas to be targeted.
 
To raise an issue in Chadwell St Mary email safer.thurrock@thurrock.gov.uk.
 
 
Undercover alcohol operation
 
Alcohol was seized from underage youths in a joint undercover operation by Thurrock Council and Essex Police.
 
Around 50 units of alcohol (equivalent to 21 pints of standard lager) and cigarettes were seized during the event in Aveley which focused particularly on anyone buying alcohol for people under 18. This act of proxy alcohol purchase is a criminal offence punishable with a maximum fine of £5,000.
 
During the evening Essex Police carried out stop checks on young people and seized beer and alcopops. The youngest person stopped was a 15-year-old.
 
 
Alcohol Free Zone – Grays High Street
Street drinking and associated nuisance is a key concern for Thurrock residents. A number of joint initiatives with Essex Police are in force to deal with the issue.
 
Grays High Street is an area with a Designated Public Place Order (DPPO) more commonly known as an Alcohol Free Zone which gives police additional powers including seizing open alcohol.
 
To help prevent street drinking anyone who sees drinking in Grays High Street and the surrounding area including the park, should call the Grays Neighbourhood Police Team on 07779 319907
 
Stay Safe
Thurrock’s Youth Offending Service has been out and about in the borough as part of a Stay Safe operation targeting young people.
Stay Safe’s are funded by the Thurrock Community Safety Partnership and take a two-fold approach to young people – engaging with them to see why they are out at night and any problems they might face and secondly responding to calls of nuisance being caused by young people.
The most recent operation in May was generally quiet with patrols focussing around Lakeside, Tilbury and South Ockendon . More operations are planned throughout the summer and will involve other partners including Thurrock Council’s Community Protection Team and Essex Police. Areas targeted will be those which have been identified as having a problem with Anti-social Behaviour.
Traffic Scheme to stop Cruising at Lakeside
A new traffic management system has been introduced as an experiment at the Dumbbell Roundabout West Thurrock, to stop cruisers who flock to the area, particularly at weekends.
Following consultations and work between Thurrock Council, Essex Police, the Thurrock Community Safety Partnership and the Highways Agency, the roundabout has been blocked to prevent cars using the dual carriageway and roundabout as a race circuit.
The scheme will be evaluated to decide whether it can be introduced as a permanent solution.
 
Trading Standards success  Partnership Working Thwarts Conman
An elderly resident has been saved from being conned out of thousands of pounds thanks to the swift action of the Safeguarding Adults Team and Trading Standards. 
The woman from Grays had already handed over £300 for her drains to be cleaned by someone who knocked at the door – they were due to return in the afternoon for a further £6,000.
A social worker was made aware of the situation during a visit and alerted Trading Standards who together with Essex Police they went to the property. Unfortunately the conman was scared off when he phoned to confirm his appointment but the £6,000 was not handed over.
Anyone concerned about Bogus Callers should contact Consumer Direct on 0845 04 05 06 if a crime is being committed always call 999.
Fly tipper fined
A 36-year-old man from Grays has been fined £200 and ordered to pay £200 costs and a£15 victim surcharge after pleading guilty to fly tipping.
The court heard the man from Crammavill Street was witnessed dumping a boot load of rubbish at the side of Gumley Road , Grays, by Essex Police in October 2010. 
The successful prosecution follows a joint investigation by Thurrock Council’s Community Protection Team and Essex Police.
 
Hunt for Fly tipper
 
Thurrock Council’s Community Protection Team is appealing for help in tracking down a fly tipper who dumped rubbish in a Grays alleyway.
 
The rubbish left behind Arthur Street contains some fairly unique items which may help track down the person who left it there.
 
The black and blue rubble bags are thought to have been left overnight Sunday to Monday May 22nd to 23rd. They contained a variety of rubbish, a draw from a bedside cabinet and a number of unique white ceramic decorations.
 
Anyone with information about this fly tip can call the Community Protection Team on 01375 652211.
 
 
Joint Council and Police Operation targets rogue car salesmen
Thurrock Council’s Community Protection Team joined Essex Police for a joint operation to tackle car traders posing as private sellers who leave vehicles for sale at the side of the road.
The vehicles which often have hand written signs in the windows cause a nuisance, obstructions and also affect legitimate car traders.
On Tuesday working together in a number of areas around Thurrock a total of five cars were removed and investigations are now continuing with both the police and Thurrock Trading Standards.
 
 
Restorative Justice
 A 14-year-old burglar has been presented with an award from his victim as part of his rehabilitation.
 The teenager, who received a nine month court order for his offence, took part in the restorative justice process used by Thurrock ’s Youth Offending Service which allows offenders to make amends for their actions. It also helps the victim to come to terms with the situation.
Last month the 14-year-old passed out after a weeklong Firebreak course at Corringham Fire Station. And after inviting his 76-year-old burglary victim Pat Buckmaster along she agreed to present his award.
 
As part of his court order the teenager has completed a number of courses and reparation work including litter picking and gardening. Firebreak was something he selected as an additional course. Designed to restore the confidence of troubled youngsters the course combines practical and classroom based training to give a real insight into the techniques used by firefighters in their working lives.   
 
Street Crime Alert – Lock it in Ur Pocket 
Residents are being reminded to keep their personal possessions out of view after a theft in Grays High Street when a woman was grabbed by the wrist and her mobile phone snatched from her hand last month.
To highlight the risk of this kind of robbery Gable Hall School pupils worked with the Thurrock Community Safety Partnership last year to create the “Lock it in Ur Pocket” campaign.
Although the numbers for these kind of robberies are still relatively low it is important to remember that walking along using a mobile phone or listening to an MP3 player can make you a target. Not only does it make you less aware of your surroundings but it also advertises your belongings.
And don’t forget to property mark your personal possessions using a UV pen. Security marking pens are available from safer.thurrock@thurrock.gov.uk
 
 
CONTACT US
To contact the Thurrock Community Safety Partnership email safer.thurrock@thurrock.gov.uk or visit www.shapingthurrock.org.uk/safer.
 
 
 
