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NewsLine - June 9, 2009
Don't be a loser - outsmart car thieves
By Julia Pack

As the carefree days of summer are approaching, 
Police in Essex are reminding motorists to be extremely              

careful when it comes to avoiding car crime.

Opportunist car thieves will go along a road looking for 
cars to target. Ideally they want to find unlocked vehicles
so they can get inside and have a good rummage around. 
They know the sorts of places that people hide their
valuables – glove-boxes, in the boot, under the seats – 
and this is where they’ll be looking to make a quick buck. 

Even if a car’s locked, if they can see what they want through the car window, a simple smash and grab will often suffice.

The most vulnerable make of car is Ford - with Fiesta, Focus and Ka models being most popular with car thieves

District Commander for Rochford, Chief Inspector Andy Prophet, says: “It’s time for motorists to wise up and outsmart the car criminals. The sad truth is that there are people in and around our district actively targeting cars with property left on display. 

“Ensure that every time you leave your car, even for the shortest time, you clear it of all valuables such as radio fronts, Sat-Navs and handbags and, most importantly, always lock it up. It may seem like a pain at the time but don’t forget that it only takes a second for a thief to strike, so it’s well worth the extra effort.”

“Most of the offending happens overnight so please be vigilant, let us know immediately if you see anyone behaving suspiciously and please find time to have a good clear-out of your car.” 

“It’s a blunt but necessary message - wise up now and save yourself the hassle of insurance claims and the inconvenience of being without your possessions – then you can really relax and enjoy the summer.”
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